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Analytic 
Methodologies –
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**027 Another analytical  
methodology is called network  
analysis, or social network analysis,  
and it is an exploration technique. 
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1BSocial Network Analysis 

 Investigating social structures through the use of network or graphs

 Networked structures 
 Usually called nodes ((individual actors, people, or things within the network)

 Connections between nodes:  Edges or Links

 Focus on relationships between actors in addition to the attributes of actors

 Extensively used in mapping out social networks (Twitter, Facebook)

 Examples: Palantir, Analyst Notebook, MISP and Maltego

Social Network Analysis

http://www.fmsasg.com/socialnetworkanalysis/

28

 

**028 Social network analysis is  
good for understanding links,  
relationships between nodes, key  
nodes, which could be people in a  
terrorist group, key IPs or MAC  
addresses.  It's investigating social  
structures that are used between  
networks or graphs.  So network  
structures are usually called nodes,  
and nodes typically tend to be  
individual actors, people or things  
within the network.  Those are called  
nodes. 
  
The connections between the nodes  
are typically referred to as edges or  
links, and what network analysis does  
is it makes not just the nodes  
important but the relationships or  
edges between the actors or nodes  
as equally as important in your  
analysis.  Social network analysis is  
extensively used in mapping out  
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networks on Twitter, Facebook,  
Tencent, Weibo, to see how people  
computers, domains and hashes.   
Some software programs that do this  
include Maltego, Palantir, i2 Analyst's  
Notebook, MISP.  Not endorsing any,  
but those are some that you might  
be familiar with or might want to look  
into. 
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